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John Meyendorff

DOES CHRISTIAN TRADITION HAVE A FUTURE?

The author emphasizes that the tradition and eschatology are inseparable,
since Alpha and Omega coincide. Historically there are three types of under-
standing of eschatology:

a) eschatology turning apocalyptic;

b) the opposite of the apocalyptic eschatology is humanistic and optimistic
understanding of history; the belief that the historical process is controled by
man as a rational progress;

c) eschatology based on the biblical concept of prophecy. Man is free to
choose between death and life. Such an eschatology is called conditional escha-
tology, and is the only theologically acceptable basis for the idea of tradition.

Protestantism has relativized the value of Tradition in a pluralism of »de-
nominations«. In Roman-Catholicism — as, of course, in Orthodoxy — Tradition
is a central reality of the Church, the understanding of which led to the medi-
aeval schism between Rome and Orthodoxy. Rome insisted on the centralness of
the Pope, and Orthodoxy on the concensus of conciliarity of all the local Chur-
ches.

With the breakdown of the monolytic discipline the Roman Church of to-
day is a place of conflicting understandings of the Holy Tradition. Post-Vatican
II Roman-Catholic theology envisages the historical relativity of doctrinal rela-
tions. It became suspecicus against traditional consistency. In admits even con-
tradictions in order to meet different historical situations, but that would mean
that there is no such a thing as a single Christian Tradition. The problem of
unity then is to be solved by direct return to the absolutism of the mediaeval
papacy.

In the Orthodox view, the entire Church — and not only the patriarchs
or even ecumenical councils — is responsible for the Tradition. There is no eccle-
sial authority that would be able to impose changes or reforms. Changes, never-
theless, do take place, but they always require a slow process of universal »re-
ception«.

The New Testament gave no rosy picture of the success of the Christian
message in history. The mystery of Christ as new life liberated us from both
conceptualism and the law. The Tradition preserves Church’s experience of the
unchangeable and inexhaustible Logos Incarnate.

This article was published in St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Quarterly,
New York 1982, pp. 139—154.

Mnapen Ilypuh

O CBETOM IIPEJAKY

CBETO TTPEJJAIBE je jemno O HEHTPANHuXx OUOAUJCKUX U TEOAOLIKMX
nojMOBa U OCHOBHUX MCTMHA Halue Bepe. ,Jlpepame je cBegoyaHcTBO [yxa
Cserora, HenpexuHyno OTKpuBewe u nponosexy Gaarosectu dyxa... Ha ou-
CMO npuxBaTuIu M cxBatuau Ilpepnamwe, Tpe6a ga >xkueumo y LIpkBu, Tpeba
Aa MMaMO Ca3Hame u ocefiame 6Jar0ogaTHOr npucycrsa ['ocnoga y w0Oj, Tpe-
6a ga ocetumo OmarofgatHu aax Iyxa Cseror y Llpksu ... Ilpegame Huje
caMO jefaH 3allTUTHU, KOH3EpBATMBHU IIPUHLMUIN, HEno je OHO, NpE CBEra,
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npuHLMN pawthewma u npenopopa. I[pepame je cranHo npedusame Jyxa Cse-
tora y LlpkBu, a He caMO Nnamherme M NMOHaBbamwe peun.”

OsBe peuu cappeMEHOr MpaBOCAABHOr Oorociosa oua I'eopruja dnopos-
ckor cBepoue o IIpenary Kao >KMBOj CTBAPHOCTU U HEMOBO) AMHAMUYHOCTH,
Kao M CTBapajlayk(j BepHOCTM BorowoBeuyaHckom I[lpenamy y Ilpksu. Me-
HyTMM, cBemOLM CMO BEJIMKOr NpOAOpa CeKynapusaliMje M aTeusmMa Ha Ha-
IIMM NPOCTOpPUMA, TAKO Ja je AOLIO QO MOTpEILIHOr CxBaTawa I[Ipepawma u
00 mnojaBe ,JbyACKMX npemama“( cp. Komn. 2, 8) y kpuny I{pkee. Tora je
Ouno, HapaBHO, M y NPOLNIOCTH, HApOuuTO Ha 3amnaay ... 300r Tora, Mu
NpPaBOCIIaBHM YBEK MOpPamo INPEMMO3HATH M CXBATUTH 3HAKE U HACYUIHE I10-
Tpebe Halller BpeMeHa M, MOKyllIaTu Ja OJsarogaTHumM AapoM pasiuKyjeMo
BoroyoBeyaHcko npepaawe of ,pegawa’ y LIpKBU, M3pa>XE€HUx KpPo3 UCTO-
PUjy, YMETHOCT, apXUTEKTYpy, My3uKy, OOrociay>kewe, OCCEIHUIUTBO U APY-
re JbyACKe AENATHOCTHU.

PyroBohenu axtyennouihy OBe TeMe, CTYACHTU BOroCIOBCKOr (hakyJiTe-
ta CIIL] y Beorpany opraHu3oBanu cy TpuOuHy Ha TeMy BoroyoBeyaHCKoO
npejawe n wyjacka npepawa y Lipksu. Y oB0Oj TpUOMHU Cy YHECTBOBAIM MU
Ip>Xanyu TnpenaBarba nopef npodecopa m cryaeHara daxynrera, npodecop
u3 ConyHa ap JoaHuc Pyuayauc yn Ilpey3BuiieHn HAgOUCKYN M METPOINO-
T Oeorpaacku ap PpaHunuwiek [lepko, ka0 M HEKM KyATYPHUM DPajgHULMU
Beorpaga. Tum MOBOJOM, MOIUTO CTYAEHTH HMUCY y MOTYhHOCTM Aa 0OjaBe
300pHUMK pafqoBa, 3a caja O0jaBbyjemMo HEKoIuMko pagosa o Ilpepamy, a
360r U3y3eTHe BAXXHOCTU OBe TEMe, AajeMO OBAE M KpaTak nperjex 1uTam-
MaHUX unaHaka Mo HallMM 4acolucuma.

[Mopen mecra y Ceerom IIucmy, Koja csegoue o Ilpemamwy (Buam y
Kib.: B. Muxajnoscku, bubamjcko-6orocnoscku peuHuk, Hwuiu 1934, 234) u
MHOroOpojHMx MecTa u3 CBeTUX OTaua, JaHaC MMaMO MHODO 00jaB/bEHUX
KHUra KOje ropope AMPEKTHO wiu uHauMpekTHo o IIpepamy. ITomenyhemo
oBAe KOJA Hac feno oina JyctmHa Ilonosmha, woje je BEPHO CBEAOYAHCTBO O
IMpepamwy U, GOTOCIOBCKO cTBapanawteo y Ceerootaukom Ilpepamwy Llpkse.

JIutepatypa

1. Teopruje ®noposcku, dyukumnja npegama y Crapoj Lipksu, Cabop-
noct l{pkee I — 300pHuK Borocmosckor daxynrtera, beorpag 1986, 197—
—218, npesox J. Onbuue.

2. Jp Josau Pomauuauc, Otkpusewe, Cs. Ilpegamwe, Cs. ITucmo u He-
norpeiliusoct, Teonoiuku nornenu, 4, beorpaa 1976, 221—245, — MOpPEBOX
jepomoHaxa Amdbumroxuja Panosuha.

3. Ip Teopruje Tamutuc, OTkpusewe, OOroHagaxHyTocT u TYyMa-
yewe CB. TIncma, Teomourku morneau 3—4, Beorpaxg 1984, 263—269, npe-
BOJ hakoHa Pagomupa Paxuha,.

4. Kanucr Bep, Csero Ilpepnawe — u3Bop npasociasHe Bepe, IIpaso-
cllaBHM MUCMOHap, 2. Bra. 1982. 72—77, npeBoa jepomMOHaxa ATaHaciuja.

5. Teopruje B. ®moposcku, OTKpusewme, unocopuja u Teonoruja,
[IpapocnaBHa mMmcao, 1—2, Bra. 1975, 45—55, npesoa J. Kanesuha.

6. Bnagan ITomosuti, Muronoruja, Amjarektnka m Ceeto OTKPUBCHE,
[IpapocnaBHa mucao, c¢B. 32, bna. 1985, 26—43.

181



7. Cepruje Bynraxos, Pa3rosop u3meby Bora u Yoseka, IIpapocnasHa
mucao, 1—2, bra. 1967, 47—68, npeson Jumurpuja Kanesunha.

8. Ip AraHacuje Jestuh, Borociosme u npejpawa, TeONOWKM [OTIE-
an, 1—2, bra. 1984, 67—79.

9. Hp AraHacuje Jestuh, BacemeHcku cabopu um xuBo npegame LIpk-
Be, borocnosmme 1—2, Bra. 1973, 43—80.

10. HOp T'eopruje Pnoposcku, I'puropuje Ilanama u CBETOOTAYKO MpeE-
aawe, Teomowikyu norneau, 1, bra. 1972, 27—37, npesoq jepomoHaxa Vipu-
Heja Bynosuha.

11. p Aptemuje PagocasmeBuh, Ortay JycTuH y CBETOOTa4KOM IIpe-
aAawy, Teonomku noraeau 1—2, bra. 1984, 95—109.

12. KoHctau™MH KasapuocC, BusaHTujcka mucao u ymeTHoct, bra. 1978
(cemapar).

13. Hp Xpucro JaHapac, Anogatnyko 6orocnaBbe M BU3AHTUjCKA ap-
xutektypa, Teouomiku nomieau 3, bra. 1977, 125—131, npeBoy jepOMOHA-
xa VipuHeja Bynosuha.

14. En. Ilaswe, O apxutextypu, I'macuuk, CITL] 3, Bra. 1986, 64—67.

15. Amdmnoxuje Panmosuh, ITokper KommBapa, ZYXOBHO-IUTYPrUYKU
npernopog M rpyka LpkBeHa Oparcrea, 'nmacuuk CITL[ 3, Bng. 1976, 45—53.

16. En. ITasne, O nocry, I'macunk CITI[ 1, brx. 1976, 13—19; cp.
Imacuuk CITL], 10, Beorpan, 1984, 215—217; cop. I'CITI1 3, 1978, 91—94.

17. A. llImemaH, Ceetuwa cBetuma — o npuyemhny, IIpaBociaBHu
MucuoHap 2, 3, 4, beorpaa, 1988, u3nasu y HacraBUMMA.

18. MaHuuna IlerpoBuh, Ocmornacje n OcCMOriaCHuK y BU3aHTUJCKO] U
cpnckoj tpaguumju, 36opuuk Marune Cpnoke 1, Hosu Capn, 1987, 11—17.

19. Mwuopapn Jlasuh, EToc Bu3aHTujcKor LpPKBeHOr mnojamwa, Teouroil-
Kn norneau, 3—4, beorpan, 1984, 237—243.

20. T'. daoposckyu, Ceetn JoBan 3aaroyct npopok Mmizaccrplha, Teonoll-
Ku norneau 1—2, beorpaxg 1982, 48—53.

21. JepomoHax Amcunoxuje, CBETOCABCKO NPOCBETHO MNpPEJare U IpPO-
cserieHoct JI. Obpanosuha, borocmosme 1—2, brn. 1981, 23—49.

22. Oumurpuje borpanoBuh, Peyenuuja BU3AHTUJCKe KHBUXEBHOCTU Y
cpen:beBekoBOjHO] Cpbujn, KmuxxkesHa peu XVI, 307, 1, 23.

23. Aranacuje Jestmuh, Kocoscku 3aser, Oyp KocoBa po JagosHa, beo-
rpag 1987, 203—221.

24. PaposaH Camapumh, OKO UCTOPUJCKOr U NE€r€eHJapHOr y KOCOBCKOM
npepawy, 3aay>xdbuHe KoocoBa, bra. Ilpuspen 1987, 563—566.

25. [p Josau CasBac PomaHupamc, IIpaBociaBHa JYXOBHOCT, 'macHuk
CIT1{ 8, Bra. 1969, 195—58.

26. Op Amdobunoxuje Papouh, ITpaBocniaBHa LpKBa U HEH UCTOPUJCKU
U JyXoBHu Xxuport, borocnosmwe 1—2, bra. 1975, 17—27.

27. HOp Josan Majeunopd, IIpaBociaBHo 6orocnopmpe y CaBpeEMEHOM
ceery, I'macuuxk CIILl 1, bra. 1970, 39—46, npeson en. JaHuua.

28. Ip MWUpuuej Bymosut, Teonormja pAmjanora 1o CBeroM Mapky
Egeckom, Teoumourky norseau 1, bonx. 1975, 5—35.

182



29. IIpor. I'. ®noposckyu, Etoc IlpasocnaBHe LipkBe, TI'maciuk CIIL]
5, brag. 1964, 158—164, npepox 0 AtaHacuja Jepruhia.

30. JepobakoH ArtaHacuje, O caegosawy CBetum oyuma, I'macHuk
CI1LY 7, Bran. 1963, 260—270.

31. JepomoHax Aptemuje, IIpegawme m I[pkBa, Teonowmxu noraeam 2,
beorpaa, 1971, 106—118.

OBO HMje ucupnHa oOubamorpacduja. ITocTroju OrpoMHa JauTEpaTtypa Ha
IPUKOM, PYCKOM, E€HTJIECKOM, (DpaHIyCKOM, HEMAMKOM M Ha APYTuUM je3u-
[MMa CBETa, Ca Kojux cy npesepenu unanum JI. Ycnenckor, I'. @iaopoBckor
n J. Majesgopca obGjaBmenu y 0BOM 0pojy ,, Teomomkux rnomiega’”,
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Summary

Mladen Purich

ON THE HOLY TRADITION

This article is written on the occasion of a series of lectures organized by
the students of the Orthodox Theological Faculty under the theme »Divine Tradi-
tion and Human Traditions in the Church« as well as of the three articles by L.
Uspensky, G. Florovsky and J. Meyendorff published in this volume. The author
presents bibliography on the Holy Tradition.
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